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What a great time to be a goat producer! The Fullblood market has matured now, the commercial production market is still in the growth phase and the show wether market in the west is still in the beginning phase. 
The Fullblood market has passed through the startup and growth phases and has now matured which provides opportunity for every producer to have access to great quality genetics at very reasonable market prices. I recall when we were starting up in the mid 90’s; you could not purchase Fullblood does in quantity and when you attended the production sales [there were numerous sales over the Labor Day weekend in Texas] you had to pay several thousand dollars for what you knew was the bottom end of the does. The price would increase as we struggled with the diseases and other problems unique to meat goat production. There were very few resources to learn from and yet once we were able to get a few does and some kids on the ground they provided a good return. Those days are now gone and there are plenty of great genetics available to all producers. In fact, there is little excuse to not be using top genetics in your flock no matter what your end market. The Fullblood market has matured now and the fast growth days are past. 
The commercial market is now a market with great growth. We have always known that goat is either the most consumed meat in the world or the second most consumed meat behind pork [depending on whose numbers you believe] and that the market would move forward and grow as the ethnic populations continued to grow. We are currently seeing prices around the $1.50 per pound range which makes goats substantially better than other livestock species. Still it should be remembered that goats are not a get rich quick scheme. Quality genetics, a sound economically feasible feed program and good marketing combine for good returns. Most economists predict continued growth in this market due to the increasing ethnic population. The commercial goats have always provided the foundation to the meat goat industry as they will continue to do in the future. Now is an excellent time to focus on this portion of the industry with the high demand and less than adequate supply. Does can be purchased or retained from breeding stock and MSMGA was founded on and continues to provide an excellent media source for selling and purchasing commercial does. It cannot be over emphasized how important quality bucks are in creating the right type of meat goat kid for both the meat market as well as for replacement does in the flock. While it is important that Boers be the foundation of the flock, other breeds can play an important role and if the right breeding program is structured heterosis can result giving kids that are hardy and fast gainers with good weaning weights at marketing time. Further they do well in the feedlot and provide good yield and grade when on the rail. The problem in many cases is the breeding program is not based on solid breeding principles and the heterosis is lost to mongrel breeding from poor genetics or improper breeding rotations. 
The other market that continues to grow and will do so into the future is the show wether market. This market has experienced good growth in recent years and is now starting to grow in Utah, Idaho and Wyoming as there are more jackpot shows and more opportunities for terminal shows. Show wether markets are premium markets but quality is the basic requirement along with a reasonable price and support after purchase. The price is likely the least important part of the transaction. Around the nation this market is experiencing major growth and while we lag behind the nation here in the west, we are experiencing increasing demand for good wethers. The timing of this market is critical and it can result in frustration in getting does to breed at the right time of the year… year in and year out to meet the time requirements. Kids for most late summer shows need to be born in December through February and the early and late shows need to be adjusted accordingly. As the markets continue to strengthen there are opportunities for special wether sales and as well as private treaty farm sales. In the breeding world, there tends to be a measure of loyalty to good breeding programs and thus to specific farms and breeding programs. This is not the case in the wether world… winning is everything and programs that produce winning wethers will attract buyers the following year. The down side to this portion of the industry is the barrier to entry which is the cost of stock. High quality does will cost $1,000 to $2,500 and a quality sire will start at $5,000 and there does not seem to be a top end on the price. While you can breed your does up from traditional breeding stock… doing so will require patience and a few years depending on how close your does are at startup. You will likely not be successful as not starting with the right sire will give you a significant disadvantage. 
The markets are strong, the opportunities are great and now is a great time to be in meat goat production no matter which area you specialize in. 
